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Throughout the period in which the Corn Laws were in
of °Peration> permission to send grain out of the country was
liable to be withdrawn in times of scarcity. Thus in 1565
a request for corn made by Bruges was refused on account
of the dearth in Englandx; and in various years the Govern-
ment issued instructions ' to stay all foreign transporta-
tions ', in order to prevent ' ill-consequence' to the poor
' and such as get their living by their handy labour '2. The
general policy of Elizabeth and the Early Stuarts was to
permit the export trade in corn only in seasons of plenty 8;
and the concession was coupled on one occasion with the
condition that the exporters " shall not make the prices
thereof greater than may reasonably answer them their
charges with reasonable profit, and not to exact unreason-
able gain of the buyers " abroad 4—an injunction which
may fittingly find a place in the history of commercial
ethics. Even after the Act of 1670 threw open the corn
trade to the exporter without the restriction of a price limit,
an embargo was placed on the transportation of corn in bad
seasons. Thus the export of grain was forbidden in 1698
for one year owing to its high price; and the prohibition
was revived in 1709, 1741, 1757-1759, and almost continu-
ously from 1765 5. Then in 1773 the principle of a statutory
limit was revived once more, the export of wheat being
forbidden when its price was ' at or above' 445. per quarter6.
In pursuance of the principle that the encouragement of
tillage ought to be ' in an especial manner regarded '7, the
system of bounties on the export of corn was instituted.
Its purpose was to ensure stability of prices, which would
remove the farmer's apprehension of loss in the event of the
1 Acts of the Privy Council, 1558-1570, p. 261.
*	Ibid. 1599-1609, p. 734 ;   1613-1614, p. 209.    Hist. MSS. Comm.
Various, i. 305 (i 625).   Orders for the preventing and remedying of the Dearth
of Grain (1630).   Rymer, Foedera xix. 388 (1632).
3	Acts of the Privy Council^ 1578-1580, p. 222 (1579).    Hist. MSS.
Comm. Salisbury, ii. 216 (1578) ; iv. 196-197 (1592).
4	Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, iv. 197 (1592),
» Parliamentary Papers (1898), Ixxxv. 230-231.    See infra, Appendix,
p. 503, No. i.
*	Statutes at Large, viii. 224.   Popular outbreaks occurred in. 1738 as
a protest against the export of corn : ibid. vi. 71.	7 Supra, p. 451.

